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{ts troops against that government without
consulting the people of Cuba, that the
government of the island will then really
be only in the hands of such persons as
shall be selected by the American adminis-
tration, the “free people’” of Cuba having
absolutely no voice in the matter of choos-
ing their own rulers and representatives.
In other words, Cubans seem to feel that
should they accept this clause their gov-
ernment would become null and void. !

Another way of objecting to this clause |
ia found in the following utterance, penned
by a protesting Cuban: “When could it be
said that life and property were not suffi-
ciently protected? Once the pseudo-inde-
pendent Cuban government shall have been
constituted, will not commission of a single
crime analogous to any of recent history
be considered by the United States-as. in-
dicating arrival of the moment to inter-
vene? Who will filnally determine as to-
justice or timeliness in ecase the TUnited
States decide to exercise the right of in-
tervention? . The vagueness and elastieity
of this provision augments its serious as-
pect to such an extent th{tt. from whatever
standpoint regarded, it is nothing but =a
menace to the future governments of Cuba
and to the sovercignty of our republic.’”

4. “To discharge the obligations” imposed
by the treaty of Paris, etc. The first ar-
of that treaty provides that the
I'nited States shall occupy Cuba imme-
diately following Spain’s evacuation, and
that “‘during such oeccupation” the United
States “assumes the obligations imposed
by international law for the protection of
life and property.” The day on which the
1 'nited States formally delivers Cuban af-
fairs to a duly constituted Cuban govern-
ment that day does the responsibility of
the United States for Cuba’s obligations
cease absolutely. That it was the inten-
tion of the United States to stand elear in
precisely this manner is irrefutably demon-
strated by article 16, treaty of Paris, which
reads: It is understocd that whitever
obligation respecting Cuba is aceepted by [
the [Tnited States in this treaty is limited |
to the time of duration of its occupation of |
the island, but upon termination of that oec- !
cupation, the United States will advise any |
government that is established to accept |
the same obligations.”

It is hardly conceivable that any ean eon-
strue the above as meaning anything but
that the gentlemen who drew it, as well
as those who ratified it, recognized tue
transitory nature which any Ameriean oe-
cupation of Cuba must have in view of the
joint congressional resolution of April 19,
18iS.

Aunthorities Clted.

Juan Gualberto Gomez was -lelegated to
draw up the convention's reasons for re-
fusal of the Platt law. Among other things
fa said: *It is impossible to reconcile the
third clause of the Platt amendment with
the independence of l.‘:iha or with the as-
gertions of the United States that jurisdice-
tion, sovereignty or control would never
be exercised over Cuba except during such
occupation as might be necessary for pa-
cification of the island. Any intervention
would be to obtain determinate solutions
and impose fixed Ideas. The individual or
government which can do that is sover-
eign. Bluntschli, in his ‘Theory of the
State,” declares that the proper definition
fs, 'The state is the incarnation, the per-
sonification of the potency of the nation.
This potenecy, considercd in its majesty,
in its supreme force, they call sovereignty.’
And he adds that sovereignty implies, first,
independence of all other states; second,
supreme public dignity or majesty; third,
the completeness of public power as dif-
fering from that of the individual; fourth,
the potency of the state, elevated to such
height that It recognizes superiority of
no other power in the political organism,
and, fifth, unity, as division—according to
Bluntschli—paralyzeg8 Ssovereignty."

Again, Gomez cited Prof. Burgess, an in-
ternational authority on the making of
treaties, quoting: “‘The power cannot be
sovereign if it is llmited. The one which
imposes the limitation will be sovereign,
and until 2 nation attains such power that
it is unlimited, or limited only by its own
laws, it is not sovereign.”

It may startle many good Americans to
discover that Cubans can advance such ar-
guments in support of their contention for
absolute independence; but the above isan
exact translation.

Cubans are highly intelligent, and are
using every available fact to show the
worldthatthey are in deadly earnest and in-
tend neglecting nothing that will strength-
en their case. One of the most telling
peints made is: The second paragraph of
section 4, article 4, Constitution of the [
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United States, provides that the federal
government®shall not have the right to in-
tervene in affairs of any state “excent
when requested to do so” by the legisla-
tive power or by its cxecutive when the
legislature cannot convene. This with a
mere state. Yet the right to intervene in
Cuba, to control her treaty-making powers
ana financial arraggements, is demanded
by Congress as a reward for having de-
clared, on April 19, 1808, that “Cuba is. and
of right ought to be, free and independent.”
A Contradiction Alleged.

To sum up: Cuban opinion, in a few
words, Is—the Platt amendment violates
the Teller resolution and the treaty of
Puris because it demands jurisdiction, sov-
ercignty and control over Cuba, besldes or-
dering Cubans to give up valuable territory
in exchange for the independence promised.
The hyvpothesis that it is necessary as a
protection against foreign powers is not
conceded, because the Monroe doctrine con-
stitutes a sufficiently sirong bulwark to
keep out invaders. Finally, the Platt
amendment cannot be enforced because it
is a contradiction of itself. Paragraph 1
declares that Cuba shall not yield terri-
tory, for any purpose, to any foreign
power; yet paragraph 7 demands lands for
coaling stations for the United States. The
Bupreme Court of the United States de-
clared Cuba is foreign territory. There-
fore, according to the highest tribunal in
the great republic, the United States 1s one
of the ‘‘foreign powers'' mentioned in the
opening clause of the Platt ‘‘rider.”

Senator Plati's View.

Senator O. H. Platt, who 1is chair-
rran of the Senate committee on relations
with Cuba and author of the amendment
to the army appropriation bill defining the
terms - on which the United States troops
will be withdrawn from the island, writes,
in part, as follows:

Two solutions only are possible. One, the
gunexation of the island by the United
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WM. HAHN & CO.’S
ble Shoe Houses,

5 Styles of the finest &5 extenslon
Laced and Button BDoots.
Maker therefore
pPrice-consession.,

TOMOHOW Y. sanss sarsrsabsssscsn

Sale, black Surpass Kid

ns Qe late for Easter

sold the . 5
&0 them 10 us 3.n5

They

ree e

Mt
'llll".:ll

3 BARGAINS for the CHILDREN.

$11 .19 Tomorrow
only.

Misses' excellent £1.50 grade Viei Kid
Laced and Button Boots.—and most reli-
able Patent Leather. new, nobby. Leavy-
Boled Oxford Ties,—the best-wearing aumd

$ 1 -85 Tocmorrow
only.

Boys' and Young Men's $2.50 quallty
Box and Chrowe Calf Laced Shoos, —one
of these Styles with nide extension yellow
“rope’ -stiteled edge,  the other moderste

Willlams, corner 3d and Pa.
ap26-f&tu,tf

ave, n.w.

States; the other, the establishment of an
independent republic there in which the
vital and just interests, both of Cuba and
the United States shall be defined and
mgintained.

The project of annexation may, and ought
to be, dismissed. It should net for a mo-
ment be considered, except in case of the
direst necessity. The people of Cuba, by
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reason of race and characteristics, cannot
be easlly assimilated 1y us. In these re-
spects they have little in common with us.
Their presence in the American Union, as o
state, would be most disturbing, and we
have already asserted, as the deliberaio
conclusion of Congress, that they ought te
be free gnd independent. There is nothing

(Continued on Thirteenth Page.)




